Town of Elk Mound meeting minutes - September 28, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

The Town of Elk Mound board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Tony Christopherson.  The meeting was posted in compliance with the open meeting law 3 places ISB, PO Town Hall and the website.
Dennis Rhead made a motion to set the meeting time from 6 to 8 p.m. Jeff Klemp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Dennis Rhead made a motion to allow Tom Gilbert to rent the town hall this weekend Oct 2. 2021. Jeff Klemp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Tony Christopherson presented how the meeting will run. He will present the information and then allow for public comment for a reasonable time limit.  
Tony Christopherson explained how the process works for the resolution to raise the levy limit at the special town meeting of the electors in November.  The board wants to accomplish how to build and maintain the town roads now and into the future. 
Tony Christopherson acknowledged what the previous town board had accomplished in the past 10 years.  He also presented what the Town of Elk Mound has accomplished in the last year.  (Solid waste, Dunn County subdivision ordinance, town road improvements and contracts with internet contractors are just a few of the jobs that were done this past year).
Tony Christopherson presented the graph chart explaining where the tax dollars go.  He explained how the assessed values are set and how the clerk/treasurer come up with the tax bills.  The Town of Elk Mound’s assessed values were not in compliance for the last two years.  This would have been the third year in non-compliance.  The assessor did a revaluation this year.  
The clerk does the budget and compiles the numbers with the increase in each category.  
Tony Christopherson presented the road graph and what projects need to be done in the future.  26 miles that are newer will only need chip sealing.  14 miles need some major work.  The estimated costs were also presented.  These costs do not include inflation.  There is approximately 3.7 million dollars of work to do.  Some of the approximate costs are:   $23,000 per mile to chip seal.  The average cost per mile of road is 225,000 to 250,000 currently excluding any inflation.  This cost is a complete rebuild of one mile of road. 
The road cycle is 33 years.  Average life span of hot mix paving is 20 years.  You can add chip seal to add to the life of that road.  In conclusion, the state limits the money that we can levy.  Legally the board can borrow the money all at once and levy this back.  The board has chosen to leave this up to the tax payers to make the decision as to raise taxes or borrow the money.  
Several people presented questions and the board responded.  Some of the questions included: Who determines what roads are to be chip sealed versus paving?  Subdivision ordinance roads were discussed. Borrowing was discussed.  Plowing private roads was discussed. 

A straw poll was taken and the following tally was taken: How much should the Town of Elk Mound raise its levy: $100,000-12 $200,000-18, Do nothing-1, Levy increase more than $200,000-2
Second vote:  100,000-16, 200,000-18
Jeff Klemp made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dennis Rhead seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.










